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                                                                Minutes   
                                                             September 12, 2011
Call to Order: Don Chamberlain called the meeting to order at 3 PM.
Present:  Commissioners Chamberlain, Lefevre, Hammill, Bowles and Malone

Visitors:  Chief Caudill, Asst. Chief Shirley, Lieut. MacLeod, Capt. McDonald, Firefighter Kieran Lee, Brian Kern Safety Commissioner Chickaming Township, Michigan
Minutes: Minutes from the August 8, 2011 meeting were submitted by Bob Malone.  They were moved for acceptance by Lefevre and seconded by Hammill.  
Treasurer’s Report: Budget to date is 16.7% of the year and our expenses are 12.3% however there are certain items that will be paid periodically that should put us in line with the planned budget.  
As of Sept. 8, the total estimated assessed value of Keowee Fire property is $44,431,168.  This is a drop in assessment value of $884,000 from last year.  Based on the 14.5 millage rate for KFD this reduction would amount to $12,818 in revenues.  

The Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Audit Report will be available at the October10 meeting. 
Old Business: Cty. Adm. Moulder indicated he will not exclude Keowee Fire District 17 from the County’s 2.9 mill fire tax rate.  He will revisit this in 2012.  $7600 refund from the County will be used for new radios.
Equipment: All existing equipment is in good operation condition.
Personnel: Chief Caudill introduced Kieran Lee who will be a new volunteer for the KFD and reside with Cole Shirley at the substation.  Kieran has been a volunteer for Seneca for the past five years.
Duke Energy:  the new Duke Energy support contract is still under review by Duke.
9-11 Memorial: Asst. Chief Shirley and Keith Nichols went to NYC to sign off on a piece of steel from the World Trade Center.  While there they visited 5 fire stations in proximity of ground zero.  Brandon also arranged for the transport of the steel to Keowee utilizing FedEx.  FedEx only charge the fuel costs of $458 to move this large piece to SC. This was a very nice gesture and will be duly recognized.  

Grants and Awards: Chief Caudill is completing the Forestry Grant application which will be approved for submittal.  He has not heard from FEMA about this year’s award money.  
Open House: Is scheduled for Saturday October 15th   11 AM to 2 PM.  Articles for the Scuttlebutt and Channel 15 have been published during Sept. and will be in October.  There also will be notices in the Seneca Journal 2 or 3 times.  WGOG will be announcing the Open House each day of the week prior to that Saturday.  

Asst. Chief Shirley reported that a BBQ plate will be provided for $6 per person.  Blue Ridge Security, Anderson Fire Extinguisher, a dive display, the smoke trailer and the extrication trailer and maybe with luck the rescue helicopter will be on display.

The Commissioner’s role will be to welcome visitors and encourage them to fill out the sign in sheet.   Also to conduct station tours.  

Visitors; Com. Malone introduced his brother-in-law Brian Kern who also is a Safety Commissioner for Chickaming Township in Michigan.  Brian presented Chief Caudill with an overview of their Commission similar to the overview we prepared for KFD in addition to pamphlets describing the police and fire departments.  The Safety Commission has oversight responsibility for fire, police and rescue
Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 PM Lefevre moved that the meeting be adjourned which was seconded by Bowles.
Announcement of Meeting Dates and Times:

October 10, 2011 – Commission Meeting – KFD - 3 PM


October 11, 2011- Annual Seafood Dinner-Firehouse - 6 PM


October 15, 2011 – Open House – KFD- 11 AM-2 PM

November 14, 2011 – Commission Meeting – KFD 3 PM


December 12, 2011 – Commission Meeting – 3 PM

Respectfully Submitted- JR Malone, Secretary
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