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The following Interim Summary was presented to the Oconee County Council on December 1, 2009 along with the 2008-2009 year end summary and official audit.  The report was requested by the Council to provide an update of the Keowee Fire District. 
July 2009 to December 2009 Interim Summary Keowee Fire District
The Keowee Fire District (17th District in Oconee County, SC) has continued to build a strong department and to provide outstanding fire service to our District and Oconee County.  We continue to cover approximately 1/5 of the property values within the County as well as Oconee Nuclear Station and adjacent Districts when requested so it is a major responsibility.  The following events are under way or have occurred since the June 30th year-end report.


We are very proud of 2 young volunteers that have graduated from the Fire Academy this fall and have secured positions in fire departments.  


We have completed construction of at the Doug Hollow Substation that will permit us to provide at least part time on site coverage at the substation.


All our fire vehicles are in service with all testing completed and documented.  They are proving to supply the needed resources for protection in our District with the exception of a ladder truck.  


A comprehensive website (keoweefire.com) is now available and contains both information for the firemen and home owners in the District.  It is updated weekly and includes training schedules, photos of recent calls, Commission minutes and summaries, information on services provided by the department, equipment, and more.   We are also developing an internet network with District residents to improve communications.

The District now has 3 designated Firewise Communities and we are striving to add at least one additional Community within the year.


Our Open House during Fire Prevention Week was attended by over 350 people.  Programs included a dramatic demonstration of fire response to a building that is and is not sprinkled, use of auto extraction techniques using the “Jaws of Life”, instructions in the use of a fire extinguisher, rationale for becoming a Firewise Community and signup for a prefire plan and lock box for your home.  

A year end audit performed by Byerly, Paine and White found no financial problems and a copy is submitted with this report for your review

Chief Richie Caudill and his staff of full time and volunteer firemen have created an outstanding department.  Much time is spent in education including onsite training and seminars as well as attending meetings to gain knowledge and certification that will benefit the District.  Testing and caring for equipment and education of homeowners within the District has been a major focus to insure a more responsive and safer District.  

Finally, we appreciate the assistance and support from Oconee County including Rodney Burdette and his staff at Oconee Emergency Services, Robyn Courtright, Kendra Brown and her Finance staff, Greg Nowell, the Audit staff, vehicle maintenance staff, members of the County Council and all the friendly and helpful folks at the County.  The County is fortunate to have such a dedicated staff and we look forward to continuing a positive and cooperative relationship in the future.   
