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July 2009 to June 2010 Keowee Fire District Summary

The Keowee Fire Department has matured into a well-managed, efficient and responsive department by meeting the needs of the residents within our District thanks to Chief Richie Caudill, his officers and volunteers.  Keowee sets the standard for other stations within Oconee County.  Many positive events occurred during the fiscal year benefiting the District in spite of an unclear path for the County Fire program.

The Chief and his team continue to expand testing and documentation of equipment and hydrants, and have initiated new training programs on site to maintain our ISO rating of 4 for all residents.  The new substation has been upgraded within the existing building to include living quarters to improve coverage of the south side of the District.

During this fiscal year, there were several opportunities to substantially improve the department’s capability to respond to water emergencies as well as fires. The challenge was to be able to accomplish these within the 2009-10 budget. 

(1) The donation of a pontoon boat presented an opportunity to have a fire/rescue boat docked within District 17, which would shorten the response time to a water emergency in our area. However, the transformation from pleasure boat to an emergency response boat meant incurring considerable expense. Without the many, many hours of labor by both the volunteers and the paid staff, the cost would have been many times higher.

(2) We were able to acquire a fully equipped 1991 Pierce 65’ ladder truck with snorkel in outstanding condition. With this truck, which has the dual function of a ladder as well as a pumper, we now have an elevated water stream plus the ability to get firemen onto a roof easier, safer and faster. The engine is called L-17, is owned by the District (not the County) and will operate as the second vehicle out.  With these new additions, the Keowee Fire District (not the County) now own 8 vehicles, including 2 used but functional engines, 2 pickup trucks, a brush truck, a rescue truck, a fireboat and the Chief’s command car.   

(3) A grant from FEMA of almost $90,000 enabled us to add two much needed additions to the headquarters station. (a) A vent system attaches to the exhaust pipe of each truck.  It automatically turns on when a truck is started and automatically disconnects when the truck leaves the station.  (b) Equipment to refill the compressed air bottles.

(4) The substation was upgraded by adding living quarters and was accomplished mostly by the firemen.  They did a very professional job and saved a lot of labor costs in the process.  It will allow up to 2 firemen to be on site at least part time and available to respond directly from the substation to the southern part of the District.

By prudent fiscal management and by reducing expenditures in other areas, these advancements were accomplished with only being 3.5 % over budget.  The annual financial audit by accounting firm Byerley, Paine and White is available for inspection at the Headquarters.

The Department ran 165 calls this fiscal year with 6 structure fires, 17 vehicle accidents, 56 serious medical calls to aid the Rescue 22 first responder team, 68 fire alarms and 18 other investigations and calls for assistance.  We ran 44 mutual aid calls to 4 neighboring districts for 16 fires and other emergencies when adjacent districts requested aid.  The call volume continues to rise but we are hopeful that eventually this will level off indicating that everyone is doing a better job at limiting the need for a response and improving safety.  The Department continues to sell fire extinguishers, lock boxes for the front door and provide free home prefire plans and Firewise suggestions around the home.  A computer on each vehicle now has detailed information on private and commercial structures to be used in case of a fire call. An accountability system has been obtained and used by the operations officer in charge to manage, monitor and follow all personnel on scene.

Keowee Key, Keowee Harbors and Wynward Pointe continue to be active in the Firewise program sponsored by the National Forestry Service.  Waterford Point was approved as our 4th Firewise community within the District and it is hoped that the District as a whole can be designated the first Firewise District in the Country.  This fire prevention program is extremely important in our wooded environment.  The SC Forestry Service donated a very old pickup truck that is used by Firewise groups to pick up brush.  

It is important to also note the contributions by all the staff and volunteers.  Chief Richie has created an atmosphere that results in a cohesive and enjoyable environment that attracts an enthusiastic group of volunteers that participate to their ability in the activities of the department.  

The Keowee Fire Department has enjoyed many positive happenings this past year and we would like you to experience them at your convenience.  The Station Open House is held in the fall usually around Fire Prevention week with over 400 in attendance in 2009.  The open house will be September 25, 2010 and will include a number of exhibits, demonstrations and tours of your station.  The substation will also be open for inspection.  The Commission encourages you to visit the fire station, meet the firemen, attend our monthly meeting, review all our documents and most importantly, consider being a volunteer fireman or helper at the station.
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